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with the notions and feelings of another may be a refined
gentleman, but must be a sorry critic. He who possesses
imagination enough to live with his forefathers, and, leaving
comparative reflection for an after moment, to give himself
up during the first perusal to the feelings of a contemporary,
if not a partizan, will, I dare aver, rarely find any part of
Milton's prose works disgusting.' (Notes written in a copy
of Hay ley's Life of Milton. Miscellanies Aesthetic and
Literary, ed. Ashe, p. 310.)
1. 23. Paradise Lost, ii. 719.
1. 27. Richard Powell lived at Forest Hill, about four
miles from Oxford, and one from Stanton St. John's. He
was possessor of an estate worth then over ^300 a year,
but it was encumbered by many debts, including one of
^500 to John Milton, the father of the poet, which had
been contracted in 1627. Mary Powell was baptized on
January 24, 1626, and her marriage took place either in
May or June 1643. (Masson, Life of Milton, ii. 491-506.)
P. 16, L 6. ' Our author, now as it were a single man
again, made it his chief diversion, now and then in an
evening to visit the Lady Margaret Ley .... This lady
being a woman of great wit and ingenuity, had a particular
honour for him and took much delight in his company, as
likewise her husband Captain Hobson, a very accomplished
gentleman ; and what esteem he at the same time had for
her appears by a sonnet he made in praise of her.' (Phillips,
p, xxiii.) The sonnet is number 10, * Daughter to that good
earl, once president Of England's Council and her treasury.'
Lady Margaret Ley was daughter of James Ley (b. 1552,
d. 1629), Lord High Treasurer (1622), and Lord President
of the Council (1628). See Masson, Life of Milton.
1. 23, Milton's Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce was pub-
lished about August I, 1643, and a second edition followed
in February 1644. Its full title is: 'The Doctrine and
Discipline of Divorce, restored to the good of both sexes,
from the bondage of Canon law and other mistakes, to
Christian freedom, guided by the rule of charity; wherein
also many places of Scripture have recovered their long